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18 Assessment 9/30/2012
Hargett Resources, Inc. 

and Caliber
Report Final Report: Feasibility Study of Alternatives for Rehabilitation of Lake Conestee Dam

19 Misc 3/19/2014 Greenville News News Article National Register listing enhances Conestee Mill, park transformation

17 Assessment 12/18/2014 SC DHEC Report Preliminary Inspection Report for South Carolina Regulated Dams and Impoundment Structures Regulations

17 Assessment 3/30/2015 SC DHEC Email Inspection of Lake Conestee Dam

16 Assessment 6/1/2015 Conestee Foundation Report Statement of Maintenance of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions

16 Assessment 6/11/2015 Conestee Foundation Email Lake Conestee Annual Statement of Maintenance of Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions

15 Regulatory Correspondence 8/19/2016 Conestee Foundation Briefing/Powerpoint Status and Future of Lake Conestee Dam (SCDHEC Dam No. D-2876)

14 Assessment 8/25/2016 Cardno Inc. Report
Brownfields Phase II Environmental Site Assessment: Site-Specific Quality Assurance Project Plan, Addendum 

5A Revision 0

13 Misc 8/26/2016 Cardno Inc. & SC DHEC Email SSQAPP

12 Assessment 10/11/2016 Cardno Inc. Report Conestee Foundation Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)

10 Assessment 12/1/2016 SC DHEC Report Preliminary Inspection Report for South Carolina Regulated Dams and Impoundment Structures Regulations

11 Regulatory Correspondence 12/5/2016 Conestee Foundation Email
Update Regarding Scope and Costs for "Final Pre-Design Study" for Rehabilitation and Long-Term Care of Lake 

Conestee Dam (SCDHEC Dam No. 2876)

10 Assessment 12/8/2016 SC DHEC Email Inspection of Lake Conestee Dam

9 Regulatory Correspondence 1/6/2017 SC DHEC Meeting Agenda Rehabilitation/Replacement of Lake Conestee Dam (Dam No. 2876)

8 Misc 4/2/2017 Greenville News News Article Owner: Lake Conestee dam must be replaced to prevent catastrophe

6 Misc 5/1/2017 Jim Gossett Article Tracing the Property Ownership of the Lake Conestee Nature Park Lands Summary Prepared by Jim Gossett

7 Assessment 5/22/2017 Conestee Foundation Email Statement of Maintenance of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions

5 Regulatory Correspondence 8/10/2017 Conestee Foundation Contract Temporary Agreement for Access to Property - Tract A

5 Regulatory Correspondence 8/10/2017 Conestee Foundation Contract Temporary Agreement for Access to Property - Tract B

5 Regulatory Correspondence 8/29/2017 Conestee Foundation Email CF Access Agreements Finalized

6 Misc 8/29/2017 Conestee Foundation Email Summary of ownership of Conestee Mill in VCC

4 Misc 10/29/2017 Conestee Foundation Email Conestee Foundation Applies for Pheonix Award

3 Misc 12/15/2017 Conestee Foundation Email Conestee Foundation wins Pheonix Award for work on Lake Conestee Nature Park

2 Assessment 5/18/2018 Conestee Foundation Report Statement of Maintenance of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions

1 Regulatory Correspondence 3/4/2019 US EPA Email Assignment in Superfund Pre-Remedial Program

20 Same as document # 18
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All restrictions identified in the Declaration have been maintained

Site conditions have not been changed since contract completion that would affect either a deed 

restricition or requirements associated with the site

Current property use: Lake Conestee Natural Park (nature education, wildlife sanctuary, and passive 

recreation)

Additional environmental monitoring or remediation has been done since contract completion

New potential sources of contamination have not been identified

All restrictions identified in the Declaration have been maintained

Site conditions have not been changed since contract completion that would affect either a deed 

restricition or requirements associated with the site

Current property use: Lake Conestee Natural Park (nature education, wildlife sanctuary, and passive 

recreation)

Additional environmental monitoring or remediation has been done since contract completion

New potential sources of contamination have not been identified

Based on observations from preliminary inspection, SC DHEC required a detailed inspection by a South 

Carolina licensed professional engineer due April 17, 2017

Items of concern: Deterioration of mortar between joints and along the crest of the dam, multiple 

areas of seepage were observed throughout the downstream face and toe of the dam that contained 

high levels of hazardous constituents

Pictures of dam dated 12/1/2016 are included 

General Condition Assessment: Poor

Dam crest: Vegetation was observed growing out of masonry and should be removed, no erosion was 

observed, but deterioration and cracks in mortar were observed and should be monitored

Upstream slope: vegetation and cracks in mortar joints were observed

Downstream slope: vegetation that needs treatment was observed, permitted repairs to the sluice 

gate were observed and had cracks in surface, portions of the face were missing near areas of 

seepage, drain on right side of sluice gate was observed dripping, seepage was observed

Primary spillway: could not be observed due to heavy flows

Outlet pipe: the penstock was reviewed as the outlet pipe, some debris was observed, had flow but 

was "designed to leak"

2 5/18/2018
Conestee 

Foundation

Statement of Maintenance 

of the Declaration of 

Covenants and Restrictions

7 5/22/2017
Conestee 

Foundation

Statement of Maintenance 

of the Declaration of 

Covenants and Restrictions

Inspection of Lake 

Conestee Dam

Preliminary Inspection 

Report for South Carolina 

Regulated Dams and 

Impoundment Structures 

Regulations

12/8/2016

10

12/1/2016 SC DHEC

SC DHEC
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Soil Sample Results (Metals): Arsenic was reported in all samples at concentrations above the 

regional screening levels (RSL) for residential and industrial values, iron, manganese, and thallium 

exceeded residential RSL, antimony, barium, lead, and selenium found below RSL values but above soil 

screening levels (SSL), mercury was reported over SSL in some locations suggesting that it did not 

originate with translocated sediments

Soil Sample Results (VOCs): VOCs detected at generally low concentrations, methyl chloride was 

reported to exceed SSL in most samples, benzene reported exceeding in one sediment sample

Soil Sample Results (SVOCs): SVOCs detected at generally low concentrations, benzo(a)pyrene  

was detected above residential RSL, the second water filtration unit detected 18 PAHs with five 

exceeding industrial RSL and two exceeding residential RSL

On Site Soil Sample Results (PCBs): one PCB was detected above industrial RSL in a translocated 

sediment sample and above the residential RSL in samples from bottom of lagoon and second water 

filtration unit

Herbicides and Pesticides were not detected with exception of Endrin at a low concentration in one 

translocated sediment sample

See document for data quality 

Summary of project plan includes: project/task organization, description and schedule, training 

requirements, documents and records, sampling design process, sampling and analytical method 

requirements, handling and custody requirements, field quality control requiremetns, lab equipment 

and corrective action

Also included is the Pace Analytical Quality Assurance Manual

All restrictions identified in the Declaration have been maintained

Site conditions have not been changed since contract completion that would affect either a deed 

restricition or requirements associated with the site

Current property use: Lake Conestee Natural Park (nature education, wildlife sanctuary, and passive 

recreation)

Additional environmental monitoring or remediation has been done since contract completion

Feasibility Study includes a no action plan, three options for complete/partial dam removal, five options 

for rehibilitation

Based on observations from preliminary inspection, SC DHEC required a detailed inspection by a South 

Carolina licensed professional engineer due July 28, 2015

Items of concern: mutiple areas of flowing seepage were observed and should be evaluated, penstock 

had significant flow that should be evaluated, deterioration of mortar between joints and along the 

crest should be monitored

Pictures of dam are surrounding areas are included 

General Condition Assessment: Poor

Dam crest: Vegetation was observed growing out of masonry and should be removed, no erosion was 

observed, but deterioration and cracks in mortar were observed and should be monitored

Upstream slope: vegetation and cracks in mortar joints were observed, vegetation should be 

removed

Downstream slope: vegetation that needs treatment was observed, permitted repairs to the sluice 

gate were observed and had cracks in surface, portions of the face were missing near areas of 

seepage, drain on right side of sluice gate was observed dripping, seepage was observed

Primary spillway: 8 different primary spillway elevations, penstock also acts as a spillway, some 

debris present and should be removed

Outlet pipe: the penstock was reviewed as the outlet pipe, some debris was observed, had flow but 

was "designed to leak"

Conclusions: a SC professional engineer must evaluate the seepage to determine whether it is 

affecting the safety of the dam and the flows to determine whether measurements should be take to 

determine baseline flows

Conestee Foundation 

Environmental Site 

Assessment (ESA)

Cardno Inc. 10/11/2016

16
Conestee 

Foundation
6/1/2015
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14 8/25/2016 Cardno Inc.

Brownfields Phase II 

Environmental Site 

Assessment: Site-Specific 

Quality Assurance Project 
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Impoundment Structures 

Regulations

17

SC DHEC
Inspection of Lake 

Conestee Dam

Statement of Maintenance 

of the Declaration of 

Covenants and Restrictions
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Page 1 is out of order (before page 14)

As a result from Brownfields study conducted by Conestee Foundation, it was concluded the best 

strategy for managing the extensive contamination in the sediemtns would be "monitored natural 

recovery"

The Lake Conestee Dam has mitigated the release of approx 2.3 million cubic yards of contaminated 

sediment and will remain in place to minimize human exposure as a containment structure

Industrial assets and fewer than five private homes exist in close proximity to the flood zone during a 

100 year flood event

The dam does not meet current construction standards or structural criteria and is highly vulnerabe to 

aseismic acceleration stress

Additional site repairs and maintenance conducted during BCRLF project include removal of steel 

support stanchions, installations of safety barricades and signage, removal of large woody debris on 

the primary spillway, removal of vegetation rooting on the dam

Feasibility Study includes a no action plan, three options for complete/partial dam removal, five options 

for rehibilitation

Option 3A: post tension anchoring of existing dam plan includes removal of existing WWTP, new low 

level outlet control structure, new ground anchors along centerline of existing dam, new maintenance 

access ramp and debris removal structure, viable option, cheapest but requires more technical studies

Option 3B: downstream CIP concrete buttressing with post tension anchoring plan includes removal of 

existing WWTP, new low level outlet control structure, new CIP concrete buttress wall, new 

maintenance ramp and debris removal structure, viable option

Option 3C: downstream RCC buttressing plan includes removal of existing WWTP, new low level outlet 

control structure, new RCC buttress wall, new maintenance ramp and debris removal structure, viable 

option

Option 4A: new downstream CIP concrete replacement dam plan includes removal of existing WWTP, 

removal of existing timber penstock plate, new CIP concrete dam, and new maintenance ramp and 

debris removal structure, viable option

Option 4B: new downstream RCC replacement dam plan includes removal of existing WWTP, removal 

of existing timber penstock plate, new RCC dam, and new maintenance ramp and debris removal 

structure, viable option

Not viable options: no action plan, dam removal, upstream buttressing, and new tailwater dam 

alternatives

Final Report: Feasibility 

Study of Alternatives for 

Rehabilitation of Lake 

Conestee Dam

Hargett 

Resources, Inc. 

and Caliber

9/30/201218
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EPA will enter Lake Conestee into its active Preliminary Assessment (PA) database 

and initiate the PA

EPA is requried to complete the PA within one year of receipt of letter

Jeff Crowley, Remedial Project Manager from Superfund Pre-Remedial Program has 

been assigned to the PA

8/29/2017
Conestee 

Foundation
CF Access Agreements Finalized

8/10/2017
Conestee 

Foundation

Temporary Agreement for Access to 

Property - Tract A

8/10/2017
Conestee 

Foundation

Temporary Agreement for Access to 

Property - Tract B

Objectives: preserve opportunity to prevent failure of Lake Conestee Dam, discuss 

request for "Final Pre-Design Study" for new/fixed dam, explore funding alternatives

Status Updates: Bi-annual inspection by EQC Upstate Engineering reported "poor" 

condition with follow up actions, CF provided a "DRAFT Scope of Work for Final Pre-

Design Study of Alternatives", CF will have no formal relationship with state investors 

or agents

Parallel Issues: options for acquisition of area required for long term dam care, 

potential reclassification of dam to high hazard, cost, liability, and public safety 

implications from downstream land use decisions

CF Limitations: no funds for dam maintenance, studies, repairs, no funds to defend 

against litigation or to bring CERCLA claim against PRPs, no authority to acquire land 

for dam needs

CF proposes funding from SCDHEC for a "Final Pre-Design Study" to determine a 

footprint area required for constructions activities if a new dam needs to be built and 

an estimate for these building and long term care costs

The proposed study would examine scenarios of the dam being classified as High Risk 

and Signficant Risk

Conestee Dam Project, LLC is owned by Richard Greer and is not related to Conestee 

Foundation, Inc. 

State Investors, LLC, owned by Mr. Greer, has a contract to purchase the mill and 

has been consulting other engineers about dam management and reconstruction

Background: CF has gotten support from state and federal agencies since 1998, 

partnershipwith DHEC since 2000, CF is in full compliance with agency requirements

Present Concerns: potential development encroachment, increased investment is 

existing vulnerable structures subject to flooding or damage in scenario of dam 

failure, price impacts to acquire land on future development, threat of litigation 

against CF, funding limitations of CF

Reedy River watershed above Lake Conastee 65 square miles

Project Timeline (Feb 2000-May 2016)

Includes tables of samples that exceed human health screening levels in exposed 

sediment, surface water, and fish tissue, and percent of sampels that exceed 

ecological screening levels in submerged sediment or surface water

Management Actions: restrictive covenant defines allowed uses, site to be usd as 

greenspace, limit acess by use of fences and gates, maintain the dam in good 

condition, minimize disturbances of sediment, monitor ecological effects, provide long 

term care of site

1 3/4/2019 US EPA
Assignment in Superfund Pre-Remedial 

Program

11 12/5/2016
Conestee 

Foundation

Update Regarding Scope and Costs for 

"Final Pre-Design Study" for Rehabilitation 

and Long-Term Care of Lake Conestee 

Dam (SCDHEC Dam No. 2876)

Agreement between AVREF and Conestee Foundation (CF) to give CF access to the 

southwest end of the Lake Conestee Dam for routine inspections, emergency 

responses, and maintenance activities

9 1/6/2017 SC DHEC

Meeting Agenda: 

Rehabilitation/Replacement of Lake 

Conestee Dam (Dam No. 2876)

Briefing for SCDHEC Staff: Status and 

Future of Lake Conestee Dam (SCDHEC 

Dam No. D-2876)

Conestee 

Foundation
8/19/201615

5
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Lake Conestee Nature Park project won Pheonix Award for EPA Region IV to be presented at National 

Brownfields Conference (2017)

Recognizes nationally exceptional Brownfields success stories that have created a community asset from 

industrial wasteland

Won 1st Runner-up for National Grand Prize

Site is also an Important Bird Area of Global Significance by National Audubon Society, wildlife sanctuary, 

and listed on National Register of Historic Places

Includes package of information submitted on behalf of Conestee Foundation to the Pheonix Award 

Selection Committee for Lake Conestee Nature Park

Information consistes of Applicant Description, Executive Summary, Letter of Support from Greenville 

County Council Chairman, before and after photos of park, Certificate of Completion of Voluntary Cleanup 

Contract, and Restrictive Covenant

400+ acre wildlife sanctuary, 12+ miles of trails, ~100,000 visitors per year to the park

In depth studies conducted include Targeted Brownfields Assessment, Human Health Risk Review, 

Ecological Risk Assessment, and Groundwater Assessment

See page 20 for contaminant concentrations present before project

8/29/2017
Conestee 

Foundation

Summary of ownership of 

Conestee Mill in VCC

Conestee Foundation will no longer look into history of mill, but has determined the order of ownership for 

land that is now Lake Conestee Nature Park

Original ownership of LCNP: June 9, 1784 - South Carolina Land Grant to David Reid Evans, June 10, 1784 

- South Carolina Land Grant to John Goodwin, August 20, 1785 - South Carolina Land Grant to Patrick 

Lafferty

September 28, 2000 - H. J. Brand Inc. Sells 150 acres to Conestee Foundation

September 18, 2001 - Henderson Family sells 112 acres of the Henderson Farm to Conesetee Foundation

October 26, 2006 - Forrester Family sells 41 acres to Conestee Foundation

August 15, 2008 - City of Greenville executes a Quit Claim Deed for 81.24 acres to the Conestee 

Foundation

Lake Conestee and the Lake Conestee Dam collected chemicals that flowed downstream from industrial 

sites years before the Clean Water Act was established 

Upstream to over 250 riverfront homes in Greenville County and in close proximity to drinking water 

source Lake Greenwood

Hargett pushes for lawmakers to provide funding for new dam 

Federal funds are potentially available under Trump administration push for massive infrastructure 

investment

Other option is find potentially responsible parties under the EPA's Superfund law

Development at Conastee Mill would increase the risk of hazard by dam failure

13 8/26/2016
Cardno Inc. & SC 

DHEC
SSQAPP Email about revision of SSQAPP between Cardno and SC DHEC

Lake Conestee Nature Park, Dam, and Mill is the only former EPA Superfund site listed on South Carolina's 

National Register of Historic Places

Dam was built in 1840s to increase power in factory, rebuilt in 1892 and repaired in 1908 from flood 

damage

4 10/29/2017
Conestee 

Foundation

Conestee Foundation Applies 

for Pheonix Award

3 12/15/2017
Conestee 

Foundation

Conestee Foundation wins 

Pheonix Award for work on 

Lake Conestee Nature Park

Tracing the Property 

Ownership of the Lake 

Conestee Nature Park Lands 

Summary Prepared by Jim 

Gossett

Jim GossettMay 2017

6

National Register listing 

enhances Conestee Mill, park 

transformation

Greenville News3/19/201419

8 4/2/2017 Greenville News

Owner: Lake Conestee dam 

must be replaced to prevent 

catastrophe


